CHAPTER THIRTEEN
GENERAL NOGUES
ENERAL NOGUES took up office as Resident-
General and Commander-in-Chief in October
1936 No better appointment could have been made
He was no debutant in affairs Moroccan, for in addition
to having made a name for himself both as soldier and
administrator, he had been the trusted friend and
confidant of Lyautey
He needed all his talents and knowledge of Morocco
now, for though the Moors were pleased, calling him
*the son of Lyautey^ the country was in a very bad way
Relations with Spanish Morocco, inevitably difficult
after the outbreak of the Civil War, became strained to
breaking-point by the execution of a French national,
and in the end, after one or two more incidents, all
interzonal dealings were abandoned It was not only
the Nationalists who caused trouble. Many Spanish
Communists, who seemed to think it their duty to
interfere with other people's concerns, occupied them-
selves in endeavouring to stir up the Moors with the
usual propaganda which has been used with such effect
by Moscow
Then in February 1937 came disaster swift and
complete For some years the rainfall had been in-
adequate, now the crops failed completely in the Sus
and Warzazat regions, and the people found themselves
in the grip of famine The areas affected were so large
that the organization of rehef measures was a matter
of great difficulty None the less prompt and efficient
steps were taken to relieve the sufferings of the
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